African Civilizations
Civilizations in Africa
Select Contents to access concise and informative essays on the Kush, Axum, Ghana, Mali, Songhay, Swahili, and Zimbabwe civilizations. (Washington State University, Pullman, WA)
West African Kingdoms 
Provides extensive information on prominent West African kingdoms with a timeline, suggested reading list, and related Internet resources. The content for each topic includes quotations from primary source documents and several audio excerpts. The site features similar coverage of other aspects of kingdoms in Africa including: The Swahili, Traditional Religions, Islam, and Central African Kingdoms. (British Broadcasting Corporation, London, United Kingdom)
Old World Contacts: Merchants & Traders: Africa 
Provides an overview of African trade from 330 BCE through 1500 CE with links to featured articles on the Songhai and Gao Kingdoms. Articles on Timbuktu and Mali are forthcoming. (University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada)
Wonders of the African World 
Challenges the characterization of early Africa as a primitive continent "civilized" by European colonists. The site explores the Meroë, the Swahili People, Zanzibar, the Ashanti and Dahomey (Benin) Kingdoms, Aksum, Gondar, the Empires of Mali and Ghana, and the Great Zimbabwe. A classroom section includes activities and lesson plans. (Public Broadcasting Service, Washington, DC)
About Nubia
Provides an overview of the history, geography, and culture of Nubia with articles discussing Nubia's written records and legacy in the larger context of the ancient world. (Education Development Center, Newton, MA)
African Odyssey 
Provides an informative "Introduction to African History and Life" along with helpful sections on mapping Africa. (The Kennedy Center, Washington, DC)
Sudan, 1000 B.C.- 1 A.D. 
Provides a detailed timeline with entries on various kingdoms of Kush, including the Meroitic Period. (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY)
Odyssey Online: Africa 
Provides information on the people, rituals and ceremonies, daily life, death and burial, and forms of communication. See "Cool Sites" for suggested Internet sites and books. (Emory University, Atlanta, GA)
Maps of Africa 
Offers an extensive collection of African maps and includes historical, demographic, relief, and political maps. (University of Texas, Austin, TX)
African Art
Sub-Saharan African Art 
Explores African artistic expressions with discussions of forms, functions, and cultures of origin. Most pieces come from West Africa, with a focus on the numerous cultures of Nigeria, Benin (formerly Dahomey), and the Cameroon Grassfields. (Carlos Museum, Emory University, Atlanta, GA)
African Art: Aesthetics and Meaning 
Presents slides and brief descriptions of traditional African art. (Bayly Museum/University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA)
Art and Life in Africa Online 
Provides segments from the CD-ROM project on art and life in Africa, profiles on African cultures and countries, essays, and lesson plans. (University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA)
African Art 
Provides an online catalogue of African art with a particular focus on symbols of power, ceremony and ritual, and the cultural importance of women. Click on the images for an enlarged picture and further explanation of context and meaning. (Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, MI)
Smithsonian National Museum of African Art: Virtual Exhibitions
Select from a variety of exhibits on contemporary and early regional civilizations. (Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC)
Gateway Sites
African Empires
Features links to relevant resources organized by a timeline with brief overviews of the African kingdoms and prominent historical figures. (Central Oregon Community College, Bend, OR)
Internet African History Sourcebook 
Provides historical sources on African societies with categories such as African Origins, Egypt, Africa and Islam, and the Impact of Slavery. Each section includes pertinent web links as well as the site's collection of documents. (Fordham University, New York, NY)
African Studies Internet Resources 
Organizes resources into categories such as electronic journals, libraries, region, country, agency, and topic. (Columbia University, New York, NY)
Africa Web Links: an Annotated Resource List
Provides links for K-12 African Studies, Anthropology, Arts and Architecture, Environment, and History. (University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA)
